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We want 25% share of the Women in Districts Election!
/P 13

Interview with Mrs. Mahbooba Saraj Woman’s Rights
Activist and AWN’s previous Board Member about
Introducing Members of Cabinet by Unity Government
/P 14
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Despite of past efforts, the deep gap exist between the law and the practical life of women.
In a country that still the issues of women have not been solved yet, and women were not
able to obtain their rights according to the law. Perhaps the claim of equality may not be
more than an exaggeration. Gender equality cannot be achieved only by law. In this context,
the structural issues, economic backwardness, social psychological, historical, political,
cultural, form a strong complex operation movement. it’'s While that women in traditional
law that the executers are more tribal council and traditional and religious ethnic, does not
count as an equal side and in such councils if there is respect for women is for his mother
role rather than to her social role. That means that women presence as a human being
equal to a man requires more serious efforts. Hence, it seems plausible to deal with the two
approaches to the problems especially women's leadership and participation of women.,
One empowerment of women in Afghanistan, with emphasis on issues such as political
stability, security, employment, access to higher education and enforcement functions of
institutions such as the Ministry of Women's Affairs and Human Rights Commission and to
raise awareness of women's consciousness and long-term policy and academic studies. The
second approach, applying a positive policy of discrimination in various arenas which is
leads to the empowerment of women.

tuture overview

Afghanistan with holding the 1393 presidential election experienced the political transition;
and with this transition stepped into the welcome of the evolution decade. Entering
Afghanistan into the evolution decade is the beginning of a new era that brings the new
needs and requirements in all areas of public life especially political participation in the
country. Meaningful political participation without political participation of women either as
candidates or voters and removing barriers are not possible. Real strategy to achieve
political participation of citizens, especially women, in article 83 of the Afghan constitution
prescribed on emphasizing positive discrimination approach. According the provisions of
this article, "in the election law the measure should be taken that the electoral system shall
provide general representation for all people of the country, and on the proportionate to
the population of each province, on average, at least two female lawyer should get
membership in the lower house. In this regard the Afghan Women's Network, took action
to advocacy through the sighed campaign asks all the women activists to join this convoy,
and also, expects from the national unity government to support women’s demands in
increasing women'’s political participation and fulfill their promises.

.mpaign demands are as follow:

1. Afghan Women's Network on behalf of Afghanistan’s Women has demanded the
National Unity Government that that women’s political participation in the 1394
elections (National and District Councils election) must be held in According to
Article 83 of the Afghan constitution that promotes affirmative action for women's
participation.

2. Demanding the National Unity Government of Afghanistan to provide the
opportunity on the nomination of women and girls in the districts and provinces
levels.

3. Urges the people and citizens of this country to cooperate with girls in order to
remove traditional, cultural barriers before their political participation.
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_icipation of Women in the past decade

Establishment of a new political system in Afghanistan (after 2001) provided an open space
to citizens, especially women of Afghanistan. The political structure of the new Afghan
government began and grew with rise of constitution. This law with Islamic attitude is the
originator of the foundation, which is based on the established democracies. By such an
approach which is in Article 22 of Afghanistan’s constitution “Any kind of discrimination and
privilege between the citizens of Afghanistan are prohibited” citizens of Afghanistan, both
men and women have equal rights and duties before the law. This article is the most explicit
article of the constitution that considers and rejects discrimination formally and recognizes
the rights of women and men equal before the law. Also, the new constitution has tried to
demonstrate compliance with all international human rights treaties. Hence in the Seventh
Article of Afghanistan constitution states that: "The government, the UN Charter, the
international treaties, international conventions that Afghanistan has signed, and obeys the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Although Thirteen years of recent developments
and efforts to change women's lives was the output of intervention and pressure from the
top to bottom but this open atmosphere had caused the creation of women negotiations
and individual and group movements

The creation of the Ministry of Women's Affairs and Human Rights Commission in 2001,
women’s presence in the Cabinet, Parliament and Provincial Councils, the National Action
Plan for Women in Afghanistan (NAPWA) , Afghanistan National Development Strategy
(ANDS) protocols elimination of forced marriage and child marriage (November 24, 2005),
the Committee on the Elimination of Violence against women (9 July 2003), accession and
ratification of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women (5 March 2003) was useful proceedings, but needs to pursue more seriously.
Afghanistan joining in the "Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women" is a big step in order to promote the rights of women reflects the fact that
Afghan women should be released from captivity bondage to achieve their human rights.
Under the Convention, governments in all areas, particularly in political, social, economic
and cultural measures and necessary measures, including adopted legislation codification,
till the full development and advancement of women are being fulfilled and enable them to
achieve their human’s rights and fundamental freedoms the same as men. Therefore, the
elimination of discrimination against women in political and public life, uniform and equal
representation of women in international affairs and modified methods of cross-cultural
encounters between men and women seems a useful and effective measure. National
Action Plan for Women of Afghanistan (NAPWA), leadership and political participation of
women is considered as a symbol of their strength and ability to define the optimum
condition Where women can take control of their lives into their own hands, to determine
the direction of their lives, take quick decisions develop their capabilities and processes,
mechanisms and decisions that are relevant to their welfare to exert a positive effect.
According to NAPWA, affirmative action’s policies (positive discrimination) that placed more
women in the region to cooperate with local women, you can extend the range of
opportunities and mechanisms to help for women's leadership and participation in
community affairs.
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In previous eras of Afghanistan's history, shaky and unstable political-and social status of
women had caused that their rights stay away from stability and strength. Hence, the ups
and different historical periods somehow in extremism and entertainment approaches in
relation to the women’s right had experienced. Inclusive of tribal traditional, dogmatic
interpretation of religion, beliefs and negative attitudes towards women, words and
thoughts of man-centred, misogynistic practices and behaviours and traditional socio-
economic structures had caused to make women a miserable in the past history of
Afghanistan. Barriers and challenges before women leads to the imprisonment of women
within the margin of home and their social, political and economic presence turned to an
unattainable dream.

Although inequality between men and women is one of the major strengths of our
yesterday’s history, but also have the examples of the struggles and Individual or collective
self enlightenment of women in itself that extends of its limits did not go beyond the
boundaries of the court and educated families. Women's role in the country's early history is
not clear, but can take the names of "Gawhar Khatoon" Mother of Mawlana Mohammad
Jalaludin Balkhi Rumi during the Ghaznaweyan era, "Hurah Khutly" Sister of Mahmood
Ghaznawi, "Gawharshad Begum" famous to Gawharshad Agha, who had served and put a
lot of effort the same level as Shahrukh did in the creation of Temoriyan civilization "Naz-u-
Anna" Mother of Mir Wais Khan Hotak and "Zarghona Anna" mother of Ahmed Shah Abdali,
Rabia Balkhi, Hazigh, Mahjooba Herawi , Makhfi Badakhsi, Mahsti Ganjawi, Loya Addie
(mother of Fatihe Khan), Mairman Khajo (mother of Wazir Mohammad Akbar Khan) ,
Myairman Aisha (daughter of Sardar Mirafzal Khan), Malalai who showed championship in
Maiwand battle, his Excellency (sister of Mohammad Nadir Shah), Amir Habibullah Khan’s
wife and Malika Soraya wife of Amanullah Khan.
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Interview with Mrs. Mahbooba Saraj Woman's Rights Activist and AWN's previous

Board Member about

Introducing Members of Cabinet by National Unity Government

Newsletter: What could be the reason for delay in introducing members
of cabinet by the Unity government?

Mrs. Saraj : | believe onthe difference of opinions, ideologies and beliefs
between the men surrounding both these gentlemen is the main reason;
they are very different, therefore people they would choose to fill these
_ seats will also be very different, but the catch is; at the end of the day
\ they are all supposed to be accountable to president Ghani as the

% Commander in Chief of the country not to Dr. Abdullah. This by itself can
“‘,.-, be a big obstacle in determining who should take what responsibility.

Newsletter: Why women’s participation in these nominations seems “little” or not enough?

Mrs. Saraj: The answer to this question is, because they are Women and being sidelined is the name of
the game. We the women were honestly thinking this time around with all the promises we got from
both men, that women’s participation in the cabinet will at least be four women apart from Ministry of
Women'’s affair, but unfortunately it didn’t happen that way, we only have three, one of which with all
due respect has dual citizenship, which puts her in an unfavorable spot and this is after we shared many
lists of amazing powerful and knowledgeable women who are Afghans, hard working, living and
struggling for the afghan women all their lives with both president Ghani and Dr. Abdullah.

Newsletter: According to which standards, the appointed ministers should be evaluated for the
positions they are nominated?

Mrs. Saraj: This definitely a hard question to answer, | hope the respected members of parliament
should also find it as difficult when voting for the nominees, at the same time the criterias are clear:
Well educated ( high educations with certificates etc...all in proper order, experienced in Afghanistan’s
system of Government, good reputation, they have to be known as honest and dedicated Afghans who
loves this country and want to work for the good of people, the last point in my opinion is “citizenship”
which for that also the law has left an exception which most laws do, they allow for precedents which in
turn can become law and that is the decision of parliament in voting and the fact that they should
withdraw their dual citizenship or at least start the process once nominated because again it is the
guestion of dedication are they or aren’t they???
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